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to the latter.   He was again preferring ideas to facts.
This is the religious crisis. And thus has the noblest of
visionaries of to-morrow's just and world-wide brotherhood,
been turned by it into the champion of the most retrograde
and hate-disseminating sectionalists.
His religious idealism becomes explicit, and its social ob-
scurantism pronounced, in his Seventh Lecture, a new
chapter that he added in the second, Oxford, edition of
his prose work on religious modernism15. In this chapter,
he joins the happy group of modern theologians who think
that Einstein, Heisenberg, and Bohr have furnished un-
impeachable proof that Kant's 'thing-in-itself * is not know-
able through science, but is through religion. He has
deserted his religious realism and pragmatic morality to de-
fine religion now as a method of establishing direct contact
with the inner nature of reality. It is thus ** a higher form
of experience "16 than science, the latter being * merely'
pragmatic. Allowance being made for his idealist vocabu-
lary, he is correct in saying: " Science does not care
whether its electron is a real entity or not. It may be a mere
symbol, a mere convention ... Science can afford to ignore
metaphysics altogether"17. But he goes on: '* The religious
and the scientific processes, though involving different
methods, are identical in their final aim. Both aim at reach-
ing the most real. In fact, religion, for reasons which I
have mentioned before, is far more anxious to reach the
ultimately real than science "18. To make more clear that
he has recognized, and has not appreciated, the pragmatism
of modern science, he proceeds : " In the domain of science,
we try to understand its" (i.e., experience's) " meaning
in reference to the external behaviour of reality; in the
domain of religion we take it as representative of some
kind of reality and try to discover its meanings in reference
mainly to the inner nature of that reality1119.
But the ultimate aim of science is not to understand
reality. Science is aiming not at " reaching the most real"
and at interpreting experience, but at changing experience.
Its object is action. Its object is the control of nature.